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Q: 186 ? Title: 1- It has been mentioned in the Quran Shareef that the width of Jannah is
according to the heaven and earth,and in hadeeth it mentions that the last person to enter
Jannah ... and other questions...

  

Question

  

1- It has been mentioned in the Quran Shareef that the width of Jannah is according to the
heaven and earth,and in hadeeth it mentions that the last person to enter Jannah will get
Jannah ten times bigger then the whole world, could you please explain in detail because a
freind was saying that how can a person get Jannah ten times bigger then the whole world
when the width of Jannah is only the size of the heaven and the earth?
 2-After a person dies does the soul of the pious stay in Illiyeen ,b- what does the souls do there
c-Are they returned back to the bodys or do they stay in Illiyeen?
 3-The souls of the Shaheed they stay inside a green bird,a-Are the souls of the Shaheed
questioned in the grave b-Are the souls put back in the bodies in the grave c-Will the have to
give accounts in the here after?
 4-The bad souls in Sijjin, a-What is Sijjin b- What happens to the souls in Sijjin c-Are the bad
souls returned back to the body?
 5-In the here after after raising from the graves which place (Country etc ) will hisab take
place,and will every one walk towards that place?

  

Answer

  

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
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Assalaamu `alaykum waRahmatullahi Wabarakatuh 

  

1) The verse and hadith referred to in the query are as follow:

  

????????? ????? ?????????? ???? ????????? ????????? ????????? ????????
?????????? ??????????? ????????? ?????????? ???????? ?????????
?????????? ?????? ?????? ??????? ????????? ???? ??????? ????????? ???
????????? ??????????

  

Race one with another in hastening towards forgiveness from your Lord, and towards Paradise,
the width whereof is as the width of heaven and earth, prepared for those who believe in Allah
and His Messengers. That is the Grace of Allah which He bestows on whom He pleases. And
Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty. (Quran 57:21)

  

?? ??? ???? ?? ????? ??? ??? ???? ???? ??? ???? ???? ???? ??? ????? ??? ???
????? ????? ???? ???? ??? ????? ????? ????? ??? ???? ?? ????? ???? ????? ????
????? ?????? ?? ???? ????? ????? ??????? ????? ???? ???? ???? ????? ????? ??
?? ?????? ???? ????? ???? ????? ?????? ?? ???? ????? ????? ??? ??????? ?????
???? ???? ???? ????? ????? ?? ?? ?????? ???? ????? ???? ?? ???? ????? ?????
??? ?? ??? ?????? ????? ??????? ?? ?? ?? ???? ????? ?????? ??? ????? ????? ??
?? ????? ?? ???? ????? ??? ??? ???? ???? ???? ??? ???? ???? ???? ??? ??? ???
?????? ??? ???? ???? ??? ???? ??? ????? ????? ( ???? ???? ??? ?? ???? ????????
? ??? 1884)

  

Abdullah Ibn Mas?ood (Radiyallaahu Anhu) narrates that Rasulullah (Sallallaahu Alaihi Wa
Sallam) said, ?Verily I know the last person to leave Hell and the last one to enter Paradise. He
is a man who will leave Hell crawling. Allah Ta?ala will say to him, ?Go and enter Paradise.? He
will come to it and will think that it is full. So he will return and say, ?O my Lord I found it full.?
Allah Ta?ala will say to him, ?Go and enter Paradise.? He will come to it and will think that it is
full. So he will return and say, ?O my Lord I found it full.? Allah will say to him, ?Go and enter
Paradise. Indeed, for you is the equivalent of ten worlds.? He will say, ?Oh my Lord are you
joking with me while you are the King??? At this the narrator saw Rasulullah (Sallallaahu Alaihi
Wa Sallam) laughing heartily till his premolars were visible and he said, ?Such man will be the
last dweller of Paradise in its lowest rank.? (Bukhari and Muslim)
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As outlined in the query, one may think that the verse and the hadith above seem to contradict
each other. However, there is no contradiction. Hereunder are a few explanations:

  

I- The Quranic verse in reference mentions the width of Paradise to be equal to the distance
between the heaven and earth. It does not mention its length. It is common knowledge that the
length of an object is more, frequently much more, than its width. So it is possible that although
the width of the Paradise is equal to the distance between the heaven and the earth, the length
is so much more that the total size of Paradise is much more than ten times the size of this
world. Hence, there is no contradiction between the verse and the hadith in question.

  

??? ??? ???? ???? ????: ??? ??? ?? ???? ????: { ????????? ?????????????
????????? } ?????? ??? ????? ?????? ??? ??? ?? ??? ??? ?????: { ????????????
???? ???????????? } [??????:54] ??: ??? ??? ????????? ( ????? ??? ???? ? 399 ???
??? ??? )

  

II- The verse refers to the height of Paradise, i.e. the distance between the land of Paradise and
its heaven is equal to the distance between the earth and its heaven; it does not refer to the size
of the landmass of Paradise. The following enforce this explanation:

  

? In the verse in reference, just as the second ??? (width, expanse, vastness) refers to the
distance between the earth and the heaven, logically speaking, the first 
???
should also refer to the distance between the land of Paradise and its heaven.

    
    -  Ubadah ibn Saamit (R.A.) narrates that Rasulullah (Sallallaahu      Alahi Wa Sallam) said,
?In Paradise there are a hundred levels The      distance between each level is as the distance
between the earth and the      heaven.? (Tirmidhi,      hadith no. 2452) In other words, the
distance between the land of      Paradise and its heaven is equal to the distance between the
earth and its      heaven. As far as the size of the landmass of Paradise is concerned, it is     
obvious that it will be more or less depending on the level of Paradise.      Since the verse refers
to the height and the hadith in question refers to      the landmass, there is no contradiction. 
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III ? Although the word ?samaa? (heaven) is singular, it is used in the generic sense. In other
words, ?heaven? does not refer to the first heaven only; instead, it refers to the other heavens
as well i.e. the second heaven, third heaven etc. It could possibly refer to all seven heavens.
This view is strengthened by another similar verse of the Quran in which the word ?heaven? is
in the plural form:

  

??????????? ????? ?????????? ???? ????????? ????????? ?????????
???????????? ??????????? ????????? ??????????????

  

Hasten to forgiveness from your Lord, and Paradise as wide as the heavens and the earth,
prepared for the righteous (Quran 3:133).

  

Allamah Aloosi writes:

  

It is narrated: The earth compared to the lowest heaven is like a ring in a desert. The lowest
heaven compared to the one above it is like a ring in a desert. Similar are all the heavens
compared to the one above it all the way to the seventh heaven. The seventh heaven compared
to the ?Al-Kursi? is like a ring in a desert and the ?Al-Kursi? compared to the ?Arsh? is also like
that. (Roohul Ma?ani vol.6 pg. 49 Al-Ilmiyyah)

  

Therefore, compared only to the second heaven, ten times of this world would be like ten rings
in a vast desert! And compared to the third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh heavens it will not
even be equal to a dot in a massive desert! Therefore, since the verse in question refers to
heavens in plural, there is no contradiction.

  

IV- The intent of the verse is to emphasize the vastness of Paradise. We, as humans, do not
know of anything more vast than the heaven and the earth, therefore, Allah Subhaanahu wa
Ta'ala, in explaining to us according to our level of knowledge, used the phrase?as wide as the
heaven and the earth?
to indicate the vastness of Paradise. Its parallel would be the verse:

  

 4 / 10



It has been mentioned in the Quran Shareef that the width of Jannah is according to the heaven and earth,and in hadeeth it mentions that the last person to enter Jannah ... and other questions... 

?????????? ?????? ??? ??????? ???????????? ???????????

  

They shall reside in it till eternity, as long as the heavens and the earth endure. (Quran 11:107)

  

In the verse above Allah said ?as long as the heavens and the earth endure? to stress eternity
since we, as human beings, do not know of anything more enduring and longer lasting than the
heavens and the earth. 

  

2a, 2c, 4a, 4c) In regards to the place where human souls will stay after death, there are a few
seemingly contradictory narrations. According to some narrations the righteous souls will stay in
Illiyeen whereas the evil souls will stay in Sijjeen. According to other narrations the righteous
souls will stay in Paradise whereas the evil souls will stay in Hell. According to yet other
narrations the souls will be returned back to their graves. Imam Ibn Abdul Barr (Rahimahullah)
has given preference to the view that the soul of everyone remains in the grave. (Tafseer
Mazhari vol. 10 pg. 196 Maktaba Hanafiya).

  

If carefully analyzed, one will realize that there is no contradiction between the first two
narrations i.e. the first narration that says that the souls will be in Illiyeen or Sijjeen, and the
second narration that says that the souls will be in Paradise or Hell. The reason is that it is
established from the ahaadith that the location of Illiyeen is in the seventh heaven under the
Arsh, and this is also where Paradise is located. Allah says in the Holy Quran:

  

?????? ???????? ???????????? (14) ????????? ??????? ?????????? (15)

  

By the Sidratul Muntaha (the lote-tree in the upper realm), near which there is Jannatul Ma?wa
(the Paradise of Abode) (Quran 53:14-15)

  

This verse explicitly mentions that Paradise is near Sidratul Muntaha, and from the ahadith it is
established that Sidratul Muntaha is in the seventh heaven. Therefore, the location of the souls
of the believers being in Illiyeen means they will be adjacent to Paradise and they will, therefore,
as is established from the ahadith, freely roam and stroll in and around the gardens of Paradise
(See Tafseer Mazhari vol. 10 pg 195 Maktaba Hanafiya). Hense, it may be said that the souls
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will be in Paradise.

  

Similarly, it is established from the ahadith that both Sijjeen and Hell are in the seventh earth
and that the souls of the disbelievers in Sijjeen will receive the heat and torture of the Hell.
Therefore, it may be said that the souls of disbelievers will be in Hell.

  

However, the hadith that informs us that the souls of the disbelivers will remain in the graves is
apparently contradictory to the preceding two narratives. Qadi Thana?ullah PaniPati, in his
Tafsir Mazhari, has reconciled them thus: It is not far-fatched to assume that Illiyeen and Sijjeen
are the real abodes of the souls, but they have a special connection with their graves. None,
besides Allah, knows the actual nature of the connection. However, there is the sun and the
moon in the sky, but their rays fall on the earth and provide to it light and heat. Similarly, the
souls of Illiyeen and Sijjeen may have some spiritual connection with the graves (Tafseer
Mazhari vol. 10 pg. 196 Maktaba Hanafiya). In Surah Naazi?aat, Qadhi Thana?ullah discusses
some aspects of the soul, the total sum of which is as follows: There are two types of soul: The
one is a subtle substance that permeates the human body. Despite being a material substance,
it is too subtle to be visible, and its other name is nafs. The other soul is abstract and
non-material, pure essence. The pure, abstract and non-material soul is the life of the first soul,
and therefore it is called the ?soul of soul?.? Both the categories of souls are connected to
human body, but the first type of soul resides in the human body. When the soul leaves the
body, death occurs. The second type of soul is connected with the body more closely than the
first type, but Allah alone knows the nature of the connection. The first soul, after death, is taken
to the heaven, and then returned to the grave. Grave is its abode where it is rewarded and
punished. The abstract soul remains in Illiyeen or Sijjeen (Tafseer Mazhari vol. 10 pg. 155). 

  

There is a narration in Saheeh Muslim (hadith no. 3500) to the meaning that the souls of the
shuhada (martyrs) will be in green birds in Paradise that will stroll anywhere in Paradise it
wishes; however, this is not restricted to the shuhada (martyrs); instead, the (abstract) soul of all
believers will be in green birds as is established from other similar narrations in which believers
in general is mentioned. (Tafseer Mazhari vol. 10. pg. 195) In other words, the abstract souls of
believers, including that of the shuhada, will be in Illiyeen inside green birds that will stroll in and
around the gardens of Paradise.

  

To sum up: The abode of the abstact souls is Illiyeen or Sijjeen, and since Illiyeen and Sijjeen
are in the proximity of Paradise and Hell respectively, it may be said that they will be in Paradise
or Hell respectively. The souls of the first type, the nafs, or the body, remain in the grave after
death. And Allah knows best. (Ma?ariful Quran vol. 8 pg. 697 Idaratul Ma?arif)

 6 / 10



It has been mentioned in the Quran Shareef that the width of Jannah is according to the heaven and earth,and in hadeeth it mentions that the last person to enter Jannah ... and other questions... 

  

2b, 4b) As mentioned above, the souls in Illiyeen will merrily stroll in and around the gardens of
Paradise, whereas the souls in Sijjeen will receive the heat and torture of Hell.

  

3a) The shuhada (martyrs) will not be questioned in the grave.

  

???? ??????? ?? ???? ?? ????? ??????? ( ???? ???? ?????? ) ??? ??? ???? ??????
???? ????? ??? ??? ????? ??? ?????? ??????? ??? ???? ?????? ???? ????? ??
???? ????? ??? ????? ??? ???? ?? ???? " { ???? ?? ????? ????? } " ?????? ???
???? ??? ??????? : ????? ????? ?? ?? ?? ???? ??? : ?? ?????? ???? ????? ??
????? ??? ????? ??? ????? ?? ??? ???? ???? ?? ????? ??? ??? ?? ???? ?????
????? ?? ????? ??? ????? ??? ???? ???? ?????? ??? ?? ??????? ?? ???? ?? ????
??????? ????? ??? ?????? ?????? ( ?? ??????? ? 6 ? 195 ??? ??????? )

  

3b) Refer to 2c.

  

3c) Consider the following hadith:

  

?? ??? ???? ?? ???? ?? ????? ?? ???? ???? ??? ???? ???? ???? ??? ???? ??????
?? ??? ??? ????? ( ???? ???? ??? 3498 )

  

Abdullah ibn Amr ibn Al-Aas narrates that Rasulullah (Sallallaahu Alaihi Wa Sallam) said, ?All
the sins of a shaheed are forgiven except (the sin of not paying off) debt.? (Muslim, hadith no.
3498 )

  

Based on the hadith above, if the shaheed did not have any unpaid debts, he will not have any
sins to account for on the day of judgement. However, if he did have debts that he did not pay
off, he will have to account for them on the day of judgement. The hadith sheds light on the
importance of fulfilling the rights of others.
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According to one opinion, however, the last part of the hadith above has been abrogated,
meaning that for a shaheed even the sin of not paying off the debt will be forgiven and Allah
Ta?ala himself will recompense the creditor who was not paid back his money. 

  

???? ?? ????? ??????? ????? ?????? ?? ??? ?????? ?? ?? ?????? ???? ?????? ???
????? ???? ??? ??? ?????? ????? ????? ??? : ???? ???? ??? ????? ?? ?????
?????? ? ???? ??? ??? ?? ???????? ??? ??? ??? ???? ???? ???? ?? ?????????
???? ??? ???? ?????? ?? ????? ? ????? ??? ?? ???? ??? ????? ?? ???? ???? ??
??? ??? ????? ???? ?????? ??????? " { ?? ??? ???? ??????? ??? ??? ??? ?? ?????
??? ??? } " ???? ????? ?? ???? " { ??? ??? ???? ???? ???? ??? ????? ?????? ?
??????? ?? ??? ??????? ?? ??? ??????? ?????? ??????? ?? ??? ??????? ????
????? ???? ?????? ????? ??? ????? ???? ?? ????? ?? ????? } " ??? ???? ??? ???
?? ?? ?????? ??????? ( ?? ??????? ? 6 ? 191 ??? ??????? )

  

5) In regards to the place of resurrection and hisaab (account) the Quran mentions:

  

?????????? ???? ???????? ????????? (13) ??????? ???? ?????????????? (14)

  

It will only be a single shout. And they will all be in ?Saahira? (Quran 79:13-14)

  

What does ?Saahira? refer to? In the tafseer of this verse, Imam Ibn Katheer has mentioned a
few opinions:

    
    -  the whole of earth  
    -  the surface of earth  
    -  flat surface  
    -  the land of Syria  
    -  the land of Palestine  
    -  a mountain on the outskirts of Palestine  
    -  Hell  

  

According to Imam Ibn Kathir the correct opinion is that ?Saahir? refers to the surface of the
earth (Tafseer Ibn Kathir: pg. 1957 Dar Ibn Hazm). However, the earth will not be exactly like
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the earth today. Consider the following hadith:

  

????? ???? ?? ??? ???? ?????? ???? ?? ???? ??? ????? ??? ???? ??? ???? ??? ??
??? ??? ???? ????? ??? ???? ???? ???? ???? ???? ????? ??? ??????? ??? ???
????? ????? ????? ??? ??? ??? ?? ???? ??? ???? ???? ???? ( ???? ??????? ???
6521 )

  

Narrated Sahl bin Sa'd: I heard the Prophet saying, "The people will be gathered on the Day of
Resurrection on reddish white land like a pure loaf of bread (made of pure fine flour)." Sahl
added: That land will have no landmarks for anybody (to make use of). (Bukhari, hadith no.
6521)

  

The hadith suggests that the earth on the day of judgement will have changed, and that it will be
different than the earth of today. Therefore, the cities, countries and continents, as we know
them today, will not exist.

  

???? ???? : ?????? ???? ??? ???? ????? ???? ??? ???? ??? ??? ??? ??? ??
???????? ???? ????? ??? ?? ??????? ?????? ??????? ??????? ???? ????? ????
?????? ????? ???? ??????? ??????? ???? ( ??? ??????: ? 14 ? 457 ??????? )

  

??? ??? ???? ???? ????: ?????: { ???? ?? ???????? } ??? ??? ????: { ???????? }
????? ????. ???? ??? ???? ?? ????? ??????? ???? ???? ???? ?????? ???????
???????? ???? ???: { ???????? } ??? ????? ???? ?????: ????? ??????? ???????
??? ??????. ???: ? { ???????? } ?????? ??????? ???? ??????: { ???????? } ???
?????? ???? ????? ?? ??? ???????: { ???????? } ??? ??? ??????. ???? ??? ??
????: { ??????? } ??? ??? ???? ??? ??????. ???? ????? ????: { ???????? } ????
???? ????? ???? ?????? ??????? ???? ????? ????? ?????? ???? ??? ??? ????:
????? ??? ?? ??????? ????? ??? ?? ??????? ????? ??????? ????? ??? ?? ??????
????? ???? ?? ????? ?? ??? ????? ?? ??? ?? ??? ???????: { ???? ?? ???????? }
???: ??? ????? ????? ????? ??????? ????? ???? ?????? ?? ???: { ???? ??
???????? } ????? ???? ?? ???: { ??? ???? ????? ??? ????? ????????? ?????? ???
?????? ?????? } [??????? : 48] ? ?????: { ???????? ?? ?????? ??? ?????? ??? ????
?????? ???? ????? ?? ??? ???? ???? ??? ???? } [?? : 105 ? 106] . ????: { ???? ????
?????? ???? ????? ????? } [????? : 47] : ????? ????? ???? ????? ??????? ??? ??
??? ?? ??? ?????? ??? ??? ?? ???? ????? ?????? ??? ????? ????? ?? ( ????? ???
????: ? 1957 ??? ??? ???? )
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And Allah Ta'ala Knows Best

  

Wassalamu Alaykum

  Darul Iftaa, Madrassah In'aamiyyah

  

 10 / 10


