
 He was wondering about the theological background regarding Adam (pbuh) and Eve and "original sin." I know that concept does not count in Islam because we are all responsible for our own sins and we do not need a savior,

       Normal 0     false false false  EN-ZA X-NONE X-NONE                                                          
                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                        
                                       /* Style Definitions */   table.MsoNormalTable   {mso-style-name:"Table
Normal";   mso-tstyle-rowband-size:0;   mso-tstyle-colband-size:0;   mso-style-noshow:yes;  
mso-style-priority:99;   mso-style-parent:"";   mso-padding-alt:0in 5.4pt 0in 5.4pt;  
mso-para-margin-top:0in;   mso-para-margin-right:3.7pt;   mso-para-margin-bottom:10.0pt;  
mso-para-margin-left:0in;   text-align:right;   line-height:115%;   mso-pagination:widow-orphan;  
font-size:11.0pt;   font-family:"Calibri","sans-serif";   mso-ascii-font-family:Calibri;  
mso-ascii-theme-font:minor-latin;   mso-hansi-font-family:Calibri;  
mso-hansi-theme-font:minor-latin;   mso-ansi-language:EN-ZA;}      

Q: 201 ? Title: He was wondering about the theological background regarding Adam (pbuh) and
Eve and "original sin." I know that concept does not count in Islam because we are all
responsible for our own sins and we do not need a savior, 

  

Question

  

Salaams, I was talking to a non-Muslim friend of mine who comes from a Christian background.
He was wondering about the theological background regarding Adam (pbuh) and Eve and
"original sin." I know that concept does not count in Islam because we are all responsible for our
own sins and we do not need a savior, however I was unable to answer his question because I
was not aware of the theological perspective of Adams descent on earth. I was wondering if you
could answer this question. I know that Adam was always meant to be sent down to earth, but
was he sent down on earth because he ate the forbidden fruit? My friend further questioned why
we all weren't born with Allah because we are all born without sin, and why we are all
"punished" to live on earth for Adam's sin. If Adam was not sent on earth because of the fruit,
was there a reason that Allah chose that moment to send Adam on earth? My friend believed
that God would not "act out of whim" like that. I know Allah has His reasons for everything, but I
was wondering the Islamic theological perspective of this concept. JazakAllah Khair for all your
help Walaikum Salaams -Sarah

  

Answer

  

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
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Assalaamu `alaykum waRahmatullahi Wabarakatuh 

  

  

The Christian concept of original sin does not only go against Islamic teachings, but also goes
against the Bible. 

  

  

"The father shall not be put to death for the children, neither the children be put to death for their
father: every man shall be put to death for his own sin." Deuteronomy 24:16

  

  

"... But everyone shall die for his own iniquity..." Jeremiah 31:30

  

  

"The soul that sinneth, it shall die, the son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall
the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and
the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him." Ezekiel 18:20
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"Judge not, that ye be not judged. For what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again." Matthew 7:1-2

  

  

 "...and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labor." I Cor. 3:8

  

  

To prove that children are born without sin, Jesus asked not to let children suffer, 

  

"But Jesus said suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the
kingdom of heaven." Matthew 19:14

  

  

Men?s decent on earth was not as a punishment; rather it was one of the reasons of men?s
creation. Allah Ta?ala mentions in the Noble Quran: 

  

  

??? ??? ??? ???????? ??? ???? ?? ????? ????? (?????? 30)

  

When your Lord said to the angels I am going to create a deputy in earth. (2:30)
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??? ???? ???? ?????? ??? ??????? (????????56)

  

I have not created jinn and men except that they worship me. (51:56)

  

  

From these verses we understand that the purpose of men?s creation is for him to be Allah
Ta?ala?s vicegerent on earth, and for him to recognize and worship his Lord.

  

  

  

Allah Ta?ala mentions in the Noble Quran: 

  

?? ???? ??? ???? ??? ?????? (23)

  

He is not questioned of what He does, and they are questioned. (21:23)

  

There is most definitely wisdom in whatever Allah Ta?ala does whether we understand it or not.
We do not have any right to question what Allah Ta?ala does.
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And Allah knows best

  

Wassalamu Alaikum 

  Darul Iftaa, Madrassah In'aamiyyah
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