Is denatured alcohol permissible for external application if it is made from dates or grapes?

Q: 64 — Title: Is denatured alcohol permissible for external application if it is made from dates or
grapes?

Question

My question is regarding denatured alcohol, which according to your previous fatwa is
permissible to use for external application. However, if the denatured alcohol is produced from
dates or grapes, is it still permissible for external application, even though it is not suitable for
drinking due to the addition of additives and chemicals? Adding additives or chemicals only
renders the alcohol unsuitable for consumption, but it does not make it pure since it still contains
alcohol from dates and grapes.

Answer

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

As-salamu ‘alaykum wa-rahmatullahi wa-barakatuh.

Alcohol derived from dates and grapes is not only impermissible for consumption, but it is also
a form of gross impurity ( najasah ghalizah). Hence, any product containing alcohol derived
from dates and grapes is impermissible for both internal and external use.

And Allah knows best.
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