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Q: 66 — Title: Is it permissible for a Muslim to eat Christmas food?

Question

I’'m a Muslim and | reside in an area where there are Christians around us. Every year when the
Christians are celebrating Christmas, they normally bring the food they cook on that day. My
question is: Is it lawful for a Muslim to eat Christmas food?

Answer

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

As-salamu ‘alaykum wa-rahmatullahi wa-barakatuh.

At the outset, one should know that joining the Christians in celebrating Christmas and doing
what the Christians do on that day is absolutely forbidden and is extremely detrimental to one’s
iman (faith). In fact, the Jurists have stated that such acts could take a person out of the fold of
Islam. The answer given below is only regarding accepting food that a Christian offers to a
Muslim on Christmas day and is not about celebrating Christmas:
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For a Muslim to accept Christmas food in agreement with the celebration of Christmas or in
happiness of the celebration of Christmas or in veneration of Christmas is absolutely forbidden
and is extremely detrimental to one’s iman (faith). The Jurists have expressly mentioned that
venerating a day that the disbelievers venerate takes one out of the fold of Islam.

If, however, one accepts the food without agreeing to the Christians’ celebration of Christmas
and without having any veneration of Christmas, then the food will not be deemed to be haraam
and it will be permissible for him to eat the food. This is, of course, if the food itself is not
haraam.

However, it is better to not accept Christmas food. Therefore, one should kindly and amicably
refuse the food prepared by Christians on Christmas day.

g0 booobooo ooooooo boo ooooooo o0 booooobo 0o oobooo o0 boOo OoD booooDbooooD DO
gooooo opbooobooo ooob ooo ooo bOo OO 00 :bO00 DOO DOOOD 0000 00000 booooD bOooo oboo
o000 oob boooooooo ooob boo 00 ooooo obo o0 00 bOOo 000 bOooooD DOO ooo
00000000000 0O0O0O0ODD XOO0O00 00000 0O00O ODD O 355/5

2/4



Is it permissible for a Muslim to eat Christmas food?

0000 000D 00ODOO0OD 0O (000D 00 oO0OODOODD DODOORD DODD OCOODODDO ) 0000000 ODODD

00 00 :0000C0 000 000 000 (0000 )00000000 DOOOC 000 (00O0ODD 000 000 )0000 DoO0eOO
gooo0 oob 0oo ooooo oooobo oooo booo ooboooo 0oo oooobo ooob 0D OO0 oboOoo Ooobo OO0 ooodo
00 oobooob oobo oo ooooo booo boo bOO 0O ooboo bOoDO 000 000 oooboo bOOD 00D 0O O DbOooo
go00 000 oboooo oooo o0 00O0 oooobo 0o o0 00D 0oOo0 obob booooboD oooD boOo 00 DDOo oooboo
ooooo .0obo 00 oooooooo obooooo ooooo ooobo

0000 00000 00O 0000 0000 DOO (oO0COOCOO DOOODOOD CO0C 0OO0O00ODOO 0000 ) :0000000 000
goooo oobo oboobo 00O ooooCoo0bO ooboobD oob oobooDOO D DOOD OODO ODOOD 0onoo
0oooo oooooooo booboo bOo boooooo

(00DO0DO DOD D 10/520 :0000000 00 )

(0ODO0D 0 18/33 0000000 OOOOO DOODD DODD OOODO OO O0OODOOD ODODD 00 00O 0)

And Allah knows best.

MI. Faizal Riza
Melbourne, Australia

Concurred by:

Mufti Abrar Mirza
Chicago, IL (USA)
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Under the Supervision of Mufti Ebrahim Desai (South Africa)
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